given on 10 Further study of these two villages indicates that the most likely cause is the presence of erionite, a fibrous zeolite, in the local rock and soil. In this issue, Yazicioglu and colleagues describe another area of Turkey where a high incidence of both lung cancer and mesothelioma has been related to the use of tremoli'te for stucco and whitewash.11 Other localised areas where such pleural and pulmonary disease occur are known in Central Turkey and in that part of Eastern Europe inland from the west coast of the Black Sea. The pattern of disease seems to vary from area to area. Until these situations have been fully investigated it is hard to predict the relevance of the endemic diseases to future hazards in industry. It is unfortunate that the relevant fibres may be predominantly in the submicroscopic size range and may require sophisticated, expensive equipment for their investigation.
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